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DELEGATIONS

Dylan Morin, Regina, SK



EX26-67

For youth, transportation barriers are too common. Not every student can afford to have
parents pick up and drop them off to different activities, school events and being able to go
to a part time job and this leaves young people, particularly marginalized young people at a
severe disadvantage. This means they can't get the jobs they want, or even get to school on
time, which affects their attendance rates. Young people and their parents should not have
to choose between using transit and paying for food or rent. Fare free transit should be
expanded to include high school students to create a fairer and more inclusive Regina.

Submitted by: Lawrence Neufeld, Regina, SK
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REGINA CATHOLIC SCHOOL DIVISION £X26-68
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE REGINA ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOL DIVISION NO. 81
Kelley Ehman Ryan Bast
Director of Education Board Chair
May 25, 2026

Office of the City Clerk

City of Regina

2476 Victoria Avenue
Regina, SK S4P 3C8
Email:delegations@regina.ca

Subject: Johnson Collegiate Fare-Free Pilot Project Update
Dear members of Regina City Council,

On behalf of the Regina Catholic School Division, we would like to share the importance of accessible and
affordable transit for students.

Many of our students rely on public transit each day to attend school, access extracurricular opportunities, and
fully partficipate in their education. Transit is not optional for a significant number of our families, it is essential.

We recognize the recent report on the fare-free pilot at F.W. Johnson Collegiate, which demonstrated that
when fransit is affordable, student ridership increases significantly and students make regular use of the service
to travel to and from school. This reinforces what we see across our schools: when barriers are reduced, students
are better able to access education.

While we understand there are financial considerations associated with fransit operations, we remain
concerned about the impact that transit costs, whether through fare increases or existing fare levels, have on
students and families. As living costs continue to rise, transit fares represent a growing barrier for those already
facing financial pressures.

From our perspective as an education partner, the key consideration is stfudent access. When transportation
becomes unaffordable, it can limit students’ ability to attend school consistently, participate in programming,
and remain engaged in their education. Removing or reducing these barriers supports equitable access for all
students.

We also note that the original infent of exploring fare-free transit for high school students aligns with broader
goals of equity, inclusion, and community well-being. Supporting students’ ability to travel safely and reliably to
school contributes to their success and fo the overall health of our community.

As such, we respectfully encourage City Council to:
e Continue exploring options that improve affordability of transit for youth; and
¢ Continue fo engage with education partners as decisions are considered, recognizing the direct
impact on students and families.

We remain committed to working collaboratively with the city and community partners to support student
success while respecting the roles and responsibilities of each organization.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,
Fyor Ji Batl
Ryan Bast, RCSD Board Chair

Cc: Kelley Ehman, Director of Education
Josh Kramer, Chief Financial Officer

2550 Sandra Schmirler Way 306-791-7200
Regina, Saskatchewan rcs@rcsd.ca
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