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Statement to Regina City Council 

on the Events, Convention & Tradeshow Fund 
Submitted on behalf of the Regina Hotel Association (RHA)

The Regina Hotel Association appreciates the opportunity to speak to the importance of 
the City’s Events, Convention & Tradeshow Fund and the vital role it plays in strengthening 
Regina’s visitor economy. As an industry partner representing 86% of hotel guest rooms in 
Regina, the RHA strongly supports the continuation and protection of this fund as a 
dedicated tool for event rights fees and event attraction initiatives.  
Across Canada, municipalities are competing more aggressively than ever for high-value 
sport, cultural, corporate, and convention events. Rights holders increasingly require 
competitive bid packages—anchored by funding—to select a host city. Regina cannot rely 
on legacy relationships alone. Without a robust and dedicated event investment fund, 
Regina risks losing marquee events that drive millions in spending, elevate our city’s 
reputation, and support thousands of jobs. 
In Saskatchewan, major hosted events are delivering real economic value. For instance, 
Canadian Western Agribition alone contributed $100 M + to the provincial economy in 
2024, with over $80 M + in direct visitor spending. These numbers speak volumes, event 
attraction is not a luxury or a nice to have, it’s a powerful engine for economic growth.  
Attracting and hosting business and sport related events regularly increase hotel 
occupancy, air travel volume, local transportation use, attractions, as well as restaurant 
and shopping traffic, supporting local business owners. Visitors spend significantly at local 
retailers, entertainment venues, and attractions. These benefits ripple throughout the city, 
supporting employment, increasing tax revenues, and driving new business activity. 
The Event, Convention & Tradeshow Fund directly fuels this economic engine by enabling 
Regina to: 

• Present competitive bid packages that attract national and international events.
• Offset event rights fees required by sport and event organizations.
• Strengthen partnerships with event rights holders, national associations, and event

planners.
• Increase year-round tourism demand, including during traditionally slower months.
• Continue building Regina’s reputation as a premier Canadian host destination.

Hotels experience an immediate and measurable impact from major events, but the 
benefits extend far beyond accommodations. A thriving events portfolio creates a lift for 
the Regina Airport Authority, restaurants, bars, catering companies, taxis and ride share 
services, retail stores, shopping centres, attractions, and service providers across the city. 
This diversified impact is why the visitor economy is recognized as a leading economic 
driver—and why cities across Canada continue to increase investment in event attraction. 
For Regina to remain competitive, the Events, Convention & Tradeshow Fund must remain 
protected, clearly purposed, and appropriately resourced. It is a catalyst for economic 
growth, community vibrancy, and national visibility. It allows Regina to compete from a 
position of strength. 
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The Regina Hotel Association greatly values our ongoing partnership with the City of Regina 
and Tourism Regina and stands ready to work together to secure events that benefit 
residents, businesses, and the broader community. A strong and stable event investment 
fund is essential to that shared success. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Jackle, President & CEO, Regina Hotel Association 
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